An Inquiry Into Non-Biological Anthropogenic 

Factors Affecting Forest Product

 Consumption in the United States
Our forests provide important renewable resources.  Wood, game, clean air and water and recreation are some of the most common benefits man derives from forested lands.  Sustainable forestry is the practice of managing forests in such a way that man may use the products of the forest while preserving the forest ecosystem.  A critical element in the long-term viability of the sustainable forestry movement is the ability of sustainable forestry to provide products within acceptable economic and political parameters – no practice that fails to meet minimum needs, as determined by socio-political structures, can survive.

This paper will examine several variables to determine whether – and to what extent -- they affect the consumption of forest products in the United States.  For purposes of this paper, I consider increasing demand for and consumption of forest products to be a potential stressor on forest ecosystems.  To the extent we understand those stressors, we can better predict the effectiveness of sustainable forestry initiatives.  I intend to consider the following factors:

· Population, and perhaps sub-categories reflecting education, wealth, sex, etc

· Economic prosperity, probably through consideration of a proxy indicator such as stock market performance, changes in real income or economic growth/decline.

· Availablity or consumption of substitute material such as plastics, ceramic etc.  



· Another variable not yet determined.  I would like to capture a biological/chemical factor but have not been able to conceptualize one that could be considered over the course of time that it takes to grow and harvest trees.










· Conference of the National Football League that won the Superbowl or the League of the World Series Champion (American or National).

I intend to use hardwood sales, possibly by species (oak, cherry, and mahogany), as the dependant variable in a series of data comparisons with the other factors.  

I expect that the level of hardwood consumption is directly related to population growth.  If that is the case, then it appears that it may be necessary to control this variable when making comparisons across the other variables.  

I further expect that there will be differences in the consumption rates of various species over time.  A possible explanation for this would be, for example, that consumption of a species used for luxury goods increases in relatively good economic times (mahogany used for hand-crafted speed boats, etc.)       

