Deforestation and its effect on environment

Definition

Deforestation is the temporary or permanent clearance of forest for agricultural or other purposes.

Background

Deforestation occurs mainly in Latin America, South East Asia, and Africa. Deforestation occurs for two main reasons

· Agricultural purposes (population growth)

· Lumber purposes (economic development)

Factors-

Environmental Concerns

*Soil erosion often increases dramatically when forest cover is removed, particularly in hill districts or where extremes of climate occur.

· deforestation can cause extra flooding and greater drought

· the result of forest loss and climatic disruption in countries with a dry climate and poor soils is often desertification

· Deforestation has direct effects on hydrological cycles and the stability of watersheds, adding to the siltation of lakes and reservoirs and consequently heightening the chances of downstream flooding.

· Deforestation leads to increasing carbon dioxide in the atmosphere, for example: global warming.

· Deforestation permits loss of biodiversity

Social/Cultural effects

· Indigenous people are the biggest victim of constant deforestation

· Living forests provide employment

· Forests provide cure for many illnesses

Deforestation facts

· 140,000 acres of tropical forests are destroyed each day

· It will take 177 years to clear all tropical rain forests if the present deforestation rate is continued

· Less than 5% of the world’s tropical rain forests are in parks and reserves

· 10:1 is the ratio of deforestation to reforestation

Conclusion

More people=more food=more land to grow food= more fuelwood to cook= more homes to live in=more deforestation.

